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The following repord deals with the effect of the death of
S5talin, as well s other recent international developmants, on -
the thinking of Italian Jewish circles.' The report is dissemi-
nated as background material, a Xnk in the development of Itaa-
lan Jewish opinion. It is outdated in that such opirian cannot
be expected to remsin static in view of more recept interna-
*tiocnal ‘developrants, : . .

1. The dezth of Stalin has contributed to the unecertainiy which developed in-
Italian Jewish circles as a result of Fecent international events, Espe-
cially since the war, Jewish people bad considered Stalin 25 one of the
principal defenders of the Helwew natioa, Tney bad done so in spite of
their political opinions, end in spite of certain reservations about him....
Italian Jews held a differsct opinion of Malenkov, They believed that he
&nd his supporters represented the old Russisn m ti-Semitise and felt that
under Halenkov's adninistration, the Soviet policy of anti-Semitism would

- be accentuated. S . N PR

2. The brezking off of diplomatic relations between the USSR and Israel had a
rore profound effect on Italizn Jews than did the Slanski trial or: the accu-
sation of the Jewish physicians in Moscow. Even Jews who do pot want to live
in Palestine feel a certazin pelitical and moral tie with the State of Israel.
The termination ef diplomatiz relations has been interpreted as the adoption
by the USSR of znopsly anti-Semitic policy. This breach of diplomatic rela-
tions, rather than prior events » thanged the attitude of the majority of ths
Jews vho previsusly supported the request for clenency for the Rosenhorgs.
Most of the Jews now.fesl that the Roseabergs should be ponished as enemies.

3. Anti-Sovist feeling is very strong among Orthodox Jews and those in sympathy
With the preseat Italisn Coverrment or the Bightist oppositien. Hostility
tovard Jewish Cemmunists and Jews politically collaborating with the Soviets .
and the Satellites has increased,
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L. Communist and Com-unlst sympatbizing Jews hove initiated counter-action

which may have been directed by recent instructions from Moscow,  The prosai= ..
rasda-line taken bty them is as follews: Even if Malenkov dduits anti-
Semitism, he cin never promote this policy to the extend that Ritler did -
because it is forbidden by the Comamunist Party. Soviet sétion is not direc-
ted against the Hebrew nation as such, and therefore camnot bte considered

en aspsct of a racial struggle. Such action is directed against the Jewish

T omm

‘bourgeoisie 2ud is thercfore en aspect of a class struggle.- Affirmation is

rpade to Jewish circles that the Satellites will maintzin diplonatic rala-
tions with Israel. It bas been runored that Jewish emigration from Tron
Curtain countries will not be interrupted, but that smallgoups will 'ba
permiited to e*u,grate as before.

X
Compunist cmunter—propaganda does not seem to have had great success among
the Jews. Communist cells are, however, active.
Jewish coumeicial circles, feeling that %usiness is bosiness) will reportedly
refuse to allow commerical activities to be influenced by political e‘f;'er:‘t,s,J in
view of the poseublh‘tles offered b) Iron Curtam countms‘s.
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